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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, BL, AR 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT; BOLIVIA/ARGENTINA PESTICIDES 

PLANT AT ORVRO 

REF: LA PAZ A-53, APRIL 9, 1975 

1. MEPD CONTACTED BY CATALYTIC, INC., WELL-KNOWN 
U.S. DESIGN/ENGINEERING FIRM, RE SUBJECT PROJECT 
MENTIONED REFTEL, SECTION 4, PARA I. CATALYTIC HAS 
RECEIVED TWO SEPARATE TELEXES FROM BOLIVIA, SIGNED 
"LOUIS F. CRESPO" AND "BELLONI" RESPECTIVELY, SOLICITING 
CATALYTIC TO BID FOR DESIGN CONTRACT ON METHYL AND 
ETHYL PARATHION, MALATHION. AND FERTILIZER (FERTILIZER 
NOT MENTIONED REFTEL) PLANTS. TELEXES CLAIMED PROJECT 
MOVING AHEAD RAPIDLY AND REQUESTED IMMEDIATE REPLY. 

2. UNCLEAR WHETHER TELEXES CAME FROM YPFB OFFICIALS OR 
POTENTIAL AGENTS IN BOLIVIA. WOULD APPRECIATE 
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PARTIES. IF AGENTS, WOULD WELCOME COMMENTS FROM EMBASSY 
RE THEIR RELIABILITY AND THEIR INFLUENCE WITH RESPECT 
THIS PARTICULAR PROJECT. 

3. CATALYTIC VERY INTERESTED IN PURSUING CONTRACT AS 
THEY ARE HIGHLY QUALIFIED IN PESTICIDES PLANT DESIGN; 
HOWEVER, COMPANY DOES NOT HAVE EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN 
SOUTH AMERICAN MARKET. THEY HAVE REQUESTED USG 
ASSISTANCE IN GOING AFTER CONTRACT AND WOULD WELCOME 
POSTS' ADVICE RE HOW TO PROCEED - I.E. ENTITIES TO 
CONTACT, TIMING OF VISIT TO VBOLIVIA/ ARGENTINA, 

NEED FOR LOCAL REPRESENTATION OR JOINT VENTURE, AND 
ANY OTHER PERTINENT COMMENTS. 

4. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE UPDATE RE STATUS OF PROJECT, 
PARTICULARLY FINANCING ARRANGEMENTS.TIMING OF PRE- 
QUALIFICATION OR TENDERING, POSSIBLE COMPETITION 

ON DESIGN CONTRACT. ETC. 

INGERSOLL 
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